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1
WIRE ELECTRIC DISCHARGE MACHINING
APPARATUS AND CONTROL DEVICE

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a National Stage of International
Application No. PCT/JP2012/078067 filed Oct. 30, 2012,
the contents of which are incorporated herein by reference in
their entirety.

FIELD

The present invention relates to a wire electric discharge
machining apparatus and a control device that reduce a
machining contour error by correcting displacement in the
position of a wire electrode.

BACKGROUND

When a conventional wire electric discharge machining
apparatus machines a workpiece using a wire, a wire guide
having a nozzle delivers a machining fluid to the wire. This
wire electric discharge machining apparatus detects an
amount of displacement of the wire caused by a pressure of
the machining fluid and determines a position correction
amount of the wire based on the detected displacement
amount. The wire electric discharge machining apparatus
then corrects a relative position between the workpiece and
the wire by using the position correction amount, thereby
correcting a machining contour error (see, for example,
Patent Literature 1).

CITATION LIST
Patent Literature

Patent Literature 1: Japanese Patent Application Laid-
open No. 2-160424

SUMMARY
Technical Problem

In the conventional technique, however, since position
displacement of the wire caused by elastic deformation of
the wire guide dependent on a wire tension is not considered,
the machining contour error cannot be corrected with high
accuracy. When wire tensions differ, for example, between
during rough machining and during finish machining,
machining removal amounts during the finish machining
vary according to machining directions due to a machining
contour error during the rough machining. Therefore, on a
machining surface where the machining removal amount is
large, a machining speed is reduced and machining surface
accuracy is decreased.

The present invention has been achieved in view of these
problems, and an object of the present invention is to
provide a wire electric discharge machining apparatus and a
control device that can perform highly accurate position
error correction of a wire electrode.

Solution to Problem

The present invention is directed to a wire electric dis-
charge machining apparatus that achieves the object. The
wire electric discharge machining apparatus includes a first
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wire guide that supports a wire electrode at a first position
and delivers the wire electrode to a side of a workpiece; a
second wire guide that supports the wire electrode at a
second position opposing the first position and rewinds the
wire electrode delivered from the side of the workpiece; a
first drive unit that changes a relative position between the
wire electrode and the workpiece by moving a position of
the first wire guide; a second drive unit that changes a
relative position between the wire electrode and the work-
piece by moving a position of the second wire guide; a first
drive control unit that controls the first drive unit based on
a machining shape of a portion of the workpiece to be
machined; a second drive control unit that controls the
second drive unit based on the machining shape; a machin-
ing-condition setting unit that sets a machining condition
including a tension of the wire electrode extended between
the first wire guide and the second wire guide; a correction-
amount storage unit that previously stores therein a position
correction amount for the wire electrode corresponding to
the machining condition; a correction-amount reading unit
that reads the position correction amount for the wire
electrode corresponding to the machining condition from the
correction-amount storage unit; and a wire-position correc-
tion unit that causes the first and second drive control units
to correct a relative distance between the wire electrode and
the workpiece based on the position correction amount.

Advantageous Effects of Invention

According to the present invention, highly accurate posi-
tion error correction of a wire electrode can be performed.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 depicts a configuration of a wire electric discharge
machining apparatus according to a first embodiment.

FIG. 2 is an explanatory diagram of positions of a wire
electrode that change according to machining conditions.

FIG. 3 is a schematic diagram for explaining an influence
of wire position displacement in rough machining on finish
machining.

FIG. 4 is an explanatory diagram of elastic deformation of
wire guides caused by a wire tension and a machining fluid
pressure.

FIG. 5 is an explanatory diagram of an influence of a
machining-fluid reaction force in a case where distances
between nozzles of wire guides and a workpiece are larger
than a predetermined value.

FIG. 6 is an explanatory diagram of a machining error
caused by deformation of a wire electrode.

FIG. 7 is an explanatory diagram of elastic deformation of
a workpiece caused by a machining-fluid reaction force.

FIG. 8-1 is an example of results of machining shape
measurement of a workpiece.

FIG. 8-2 is an example of wire-position correction
amounts for respective machining conditions.

FIG. 9 is an explanatory diagram of interpolation points
of machining conditions in a case where a wire-position
correction amount is actually measured at points with prac-
tical maximum and minimum values of the machining
conditions.

FIG. 10 is an explanatory diagram of interpolation points
of a machining condition in a case where a wire-position
correction amount is actually measured at practical center
values of the machining condition.

FIG. 11 is an explanatory diagram of a method of mea-
suring displacement amounts of wire guides.
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FIG. 12 is an explanatory diagram of a method of mea-
suring displacement amounts of wire guides and a displace-
ment amount of a workpiece.

FIG. 13 depicts a configuration of a wire electric dis-
charge machining apparatus according to a sixth embodi-
ment.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

Exemplary embodiments of a wire electric discharge
machining apparatus according to the present invention will
be explained below in detail with reference to the accom-
panying drawings. The present invention is not limited to the
embodiments.

First Embodiment

FIG. 1 depicts a configuration of a wire electric discharge
machining apparatus according to a first embodiment of the
present invention. A wire electric discharge machining appa-
ratus la performs electric discharge machining of a work-
piece 14, by applying a voltage between a wire electrode 12
and the workpiece 14. The wire electric discharge machining
apparatus 1a according to the present embodiment corrects
a relative position between the workpiece 14 and the wire
electrode 12, by considering position displacement of the
wire electrode 12 caused by elastic deformation of wire
guides (an upper wire guide 8a and a lower wire guide 864)
depending on a wire tension.

The wire electric discharge machining apparatus la
includes a control device 10 and a machining unit 20. The
control device 10 includes a machining-condition setting
unit 2, a correction-amount storage unit 3, a correction-
amount reading unit 4, a wire-position correction unit 5,
drive control units 6a and 65, a command generation unit 9,
and a power-supply control unit 15. The machining unit 20
includes drive units 7a and 74, the upper wire guide 8a, the
lower wire guide 8b, a power supply 11, and the wire
electrode 12.

In the machining unit 20, the upper wire guide 8a is
placed on the upper side of a position where the workpiece
14 is machined, and the lower wire guide 85 is placed on the
lower side thereof. In other words, the upper wire guide 8a
and the lower wire guide 85 are located to sandwich the
workpiece 14 therebetween in the vertical direction.

The upper wire guide 8a supports the wire electrode 12
from the upper side and delivers the wire electrode 12 to the
lower side. The lower wire guide 856 supports the wire
electrode 12 from the lower side and rewinds the wire
electrode 12. In this way, the wire electrode 12 is extended
between the upper wire guide 8a and the lower wire guide
8b. The wire electrode 12 is fed in a fixed direction from the
upper wire guide 8a to the lower wire guide 85.

The power supply 11 is connected to the wire electrode 12
and the workpiece 14. A pulsed voltage is applied between
the wire electrode 12 and the workpiece 14 by the power
supply 11, and the workpiece 14 is machined in a jigsaw
shape by electric discharge resulted from this voltage appli-
cation.

A machining fluid 13 is supplied along the wire electrode
12 from nozzles (nozzles 30a and 3056 explained later)
installed on the upper wire guide 8a and the lower wire
guide 86. This machining fluid 13 is supplied, for example,
to maintain an insulating state between the wire electrode 12
and the workpiece 14, to eliminate a machining removal
portion generated by machining of the workpiece 14, and to
cool the workpiece 14 and the wire electrode 12.

The drive unit 7a drives the upper wire guide 8a and the
drive unit 76 drives the lower wire guide 8. The drive unit

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

4

7a moves, for example, the position of the upper wire guide
8a in a plane perpendicular to the wire electrode 12. The
drive unit 76 moves, for example, the position of the lower
wire guide 85 in a plane perpendicular to the wire electrode
12. The drive units 7a and 76 and the power supply 11 are
controlled by the control device 10.

A machining shape is input to the command generation
unit 9 of the control device 10 from an external device (not
shown) or the like. The command generation unit 9 gener-
ates commands for the drive control units 6a and 65 and the
power-supply control unit 15, based on the input machining
shape. The machining shape to be input to the command
generation unit 9 is a shape of a part of the workpiece 14 to
which machining is performed. The machining shape can be
a post-machining shape of the workpiece 14 to be formed by
machining of the workpiece 14.

A command (an upper-portion drive command) generated
by the command generation unit 9 for the drive control unit
6a is a command for the drive control unit 6a to control the
drive unit 7a and is a command for the drive unit 7a to drive
the upper wire guide 8a.

A command (a lower-portion drive command) generated
by the command generation unit 9 for the drive control unit
6b is a command for the drive control unit 65 to control the
drive unit 76 and is a command for the drive unit 75 to drive
the lower wire guide 85.

A command (a power supply command) generated by the
command generation unit 9 for the power-supply control
unit 15 is a command for the power-supply control unit 15
to control the power supply 11 and is a command for the
power supply 11 to control the voltage applied between the
wire electrode 12 and the workpiece 14.

The drive control unit 6a controls the drive unit 7a based
on the upper-portion drive command. The drive control unit
65 controls the drive unit 76 based on the lower-portion
drive command. The power-supply control unit 15 controls
the power supply 11 based on the power supply command.
With the controls of the drive units 7a and 75 by the drive
control units 6a and 654, the drive units 7a and 75 drive the
upper wire guide 8a and the lower wire guide 85, respec-
tively. Accordingly, relative positions of the upper wire
guide 8a and the lower wire guide 86 with respect to the
workpiece 14 are controlled according to the upper-portion
drive command and the lower-portion drive command cor-
responding to the machining shape. As a result, the work-
piece 14 is cut and machined into a shape corresponding to
the machining shape. During the machining, the power-
supply control unit 15 controls the power supply 11 to keep
an electric discharge phenomenon between the wire elec-
trode 12 and the workpiece 14 in an appropriate state
according to the power supply command. In the following
explanations, the upper wire guide 8a and the lower wire
guide 86 are also referred to as wire guides 8.

Positions of the wire electrode 12 that change according
to machining conditions are explained here. FIG. 2 is an
explanatory diagram of positions of the wire electrode that
change according to machining conditions.

FIG. 2 is a cross-sectional view of the wire guides 8. A
wire tension is applied between a pair of the upper wire
guide 8a and the lower wire guide 86 to keep the wire
electrode 12 linear.

As shown in FIG. 2, amounts of elastic deformation of the
wire guides 8 are large when the wire tension is large. In
FIG. 2, the upper wire guide 8a and the lower wire guide 85
in a case where the wire guides 8 are clastically deformed
(when the wire tension is large) are shown by solid lines.
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When the wire tension is small, the elastic deformation
amounts of the wire guides 8 are small. In FIG. 2, the upper
wire guide 8a and the lower wire guide 85 in a case where
the wire guides 8 are not elastically deformed are shown by
broken lines. The wire electrode 12 in the case where the
wire guides 8 are elastically deformed is shown by a solid
line, and the wire electrode 12 in the case where the wire
guides 8 are not elastically deformed is shown by a broken
line.

When the elastic deformation amounts of the wire guides
8 change, the wire electrode 12 is pulled to a position
according to the elastic deformation amounts because the
wire electrode 12 is supported by the wire guides 8. When
the wire tension changes in this way, a position of the
workpiece 14 cut by the wire electrode 12 changes accord-
ing to the magnitude of the wire tension, resulting in an error
in the machining position.

FIG. 3 is a schematic diagram for explaining an influence
of wire position displacement during rough machining on
finish machining. FIG. 3 is a top view of the workpiece 14
(a cross-sectional view of the wire electrode 12). For
example, when the inside (an inner region 41) of the
workpiece 14 is to be machined, the workpiece 14 is
rough-machined along a rough machining line 31 shown by
a solid line, and then the workpiece 14 is finish-machined
along a finish machining line 32 shown by a broken line.
This removes the inner region 41 from the workpiece 14 and
leaves a substantially-annular external area 42. In FIG. 3, an
approach line to the inner region 41 of the workpiece 14 is
not shown.

For example, the wire tension is set lower during the
rough machining and is set higher during the finish machin-
ing. Accordingly, the elastic deformation amounts of the
wire guides 8 differ between during the rough machining and
during the finish machining. As a result, a difference in
positions of the wire electrode 12 on the workpiece 14 is
produced.

As shown in FIG. 3, when rough machining using a rough
machining condition is performed with no position correc-
tion on the wire electrode 12, the workpiece 14 is machined
with a trajectory along the rough machining line 31. How-
ever, during finish machining using a finish machining
condition, elastic deformation amounts of the wire guides 8
are different from those during the rough machining.
Accordingly, the wire electrode 12 machines the workpiece
14 with a trajectory along the finish machining line 32
displaced from the rough machining line 31. At that time, a
removal amount 21 of the workpiece 14 is larger when the
finish machining is performed at a position of the workpiece
14 shown on the left side of FIG. 3. In contrast, a removal
amount 22 of the workpiece 14 is smaller when the finish
machining is performed at a position of the workpiece 14
shown on the right side of FIG. 3. Therefore, when the rough
machining is performed with no position correction of the
wire electrode 12, machining accuracy on the machining
surface is reduced and the machining time is increased, at a
position (a machining surface) where the machining removal
amount is larger.

In the present embodiment, when the rough machining is
performed, the workpiece 14 is machined in such a manner
that the rough machining line 31 is matched with the finish
machining line 32 by correcting the position of the wire
electrode 12. According to the present embodiment, the
positions of the wire electrode 12 during the rough machin-
ing and during the finish machining are matched in response
to an identical position command. This uniformizes the
removal amounts during the finish machining regardless of
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the machining direction, which enhances the machining
accuracy on the machining surface and increases the
machining speed.

Referring back to FIG. 1, the machining-condition setting
unit 2, the correction-amount storage unit 3, the correction-
amount reading unit 4, and the wire-position correction unit
5 are explained. The correction-amount storage unit 3 is a
memory that has wire-position correction amounts stored
therein. The correction-amount storage unit 3 previously
stores the wire-position correction amounts for respective
machining conditions.

The machining-condition setting unit 2 sets an externally-
input machining condition in the control device 10. The
machining condition set by the machining-condition setting
unit 2 includes a wire tension, for example. The machining
condition can be a type of machining such as the rough
machining or the finish machining. In this case, a correspon-
dence relation between machining types and machining
conditions is previously registered in the machining-condi-
tion setting unit 2. The machining-condition setting unit 2
extracts a machining condition corresponding to a machin-
ing type, based on the registered correspondence relation,
and sets the extracted machining condition in the control
device 10.

When machining of the workpiece 14 is to be performed,
the correction-amount reading unit 4 reads the machining
condition from the machining-condition setting unit 2 and
reads the wire-position correction amounts corresponding to
the machining condition from the correction-amount storage
unit 3. The correction-amount reading unit 4 transmits the
read wire-position correction amount to the wire-position
correction unit 5.

The wire-position correction unit 5 corrects control posi-
tions controlled by the drive control units 6a and 6b,
according to the wire-position correction amount. In other
words, the wire-position correction unit 5 corrects control
commands (control positions) that are output from the drive
control units 6a and 65 to the drive units 7a and 7b, based
on the wire-position correction amount. Accordingly, the
drive units 7a and 75 correct the positions of the wire guides
8 to the control positions corrected based on the wire-
position correction amount.

A position correction process procedure for the wire
electrode 12 according to the first embodiment is explained
next. The wire-position correction amounts associated with
the machining conditions are stored in the correction-
amount storage unit 3. The machining-condition setting unit
2 sets an externally-input machining condition in the control
device 10. A machining shape is input to the command
generation unit 9. The command generation unit 9 generates
commands for the drive control units 6a and 65 and the
power-supply control unit 15, based on the input machining
shape.

The power-supply control unit 15 controls the power
supply 11 based on the power supply command. The drive
control unit 6a controls the drive unit 7a based on the
upper-portion drive command, and the drive control unit 65
controls the drive unit 75 based on the lower-portion drive
command.

At that time, the correction-amount reading unit 4 reads
the machining condition from the machining-condition set-
ting unit 2 and reads the wire-position correction amounts
corresponding to the machining condition, from the correc-
tion-amount storage unit 3. The correction-amount reading
unit 4 transmits the read wire-position correction amount to
the wire-position correction unit 5.
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The wire-position correction unit 5 corrects the control
positions controlled by the drive control units 6a and 65
according to the wire-position correction amount. This
causes the drive units 7a and 75 to correct the positions of
the wire guides 8 to the control positions corrected based on
the wire-position correction amount. As a result, the position
of the wire electrode 12 is corrected to a position according
to the machining condition.

While the case where the upper wire guide 8a and the
lower wire guide 86 are driven is explained in the present
embodiment, it suffices to drive at least two of the upper wire
guide 8a, the lower wire guide 86, and the workpiece 14. For
example, an effect identical to that obtained in the case
where the positions of the upper wire guide 8a and the lower
wire guide 84 are controlled can be obtained by controlling
a relative position between the workpiece 14 and the wire
electrode 12 and a tilt of the wire electrode 12.

The position of the wire electrode 12 can be corrected by
correcting at least one of the finish machining line 32 and the
rough machining line 31. For example, when the finish
machining is performed, the position of the wire electrode
12 can be corrected to match the finish machining line 32
with the rough machining line 31.

While the case where a pair of wire guides 8 are the upper
wire guide 8a and the lower wire guide 84 is explained in the
present embodiment, the pair of wire guides 8 can be placed
in any direction. For example, the pair of wire guides 8 can
be horizontally placed. In this case, one of the wire guides
is placed on the right side, and the other wire guide is place
on the left side. In this way, one of the wire guides is placed
at a first position and the other wire guide is placed at a
second position that opposes the first position, with the
workpiece 14 sandwiched therebetween.

As described above, according to the first embodiment,
since the wire position correction according to the machin-
ing condition such as the wire tension is performed, the
relative position between the wire electrode 12 and the
workpiece 14 that changes depending on the machining
condition can be corrected. In this way, a highly accurate
contour machining shape that is not influenced by the
machining condition can be obtained. For example, when
the machining conditions differ between the rough machin-
ing and the finish machining, the machining removal
amounts during the finish machining can be uniformized.
Therefore, as compared to a case where no position correc-
tion on the wire electrode 12 based on the wire tension is
performed, the machining accuracy on the machining sur-
face is enhanced and the machining time can be reduced.

Second Embodiment

A second embodiment of the present invention is
explained next with reference to FIG. 4. While the wire
tension is considered as the machining condition in the first
embodiment, the position correction on the wire electrode
12 is performed considering also a reaction force (a machin-
ing fluid pressure) of the machining fluid 13 in the second
embodiment.

FIG. 4 is an explanatory diagram of elastic deformation of
wire guides caused by a wire tension and a machining fluid
pressure. FIG. 4 depicts, in section, positions of the wire
guides 8 and the wire electrode 12 that change depending on
the wire tension and the machining fluid pressure (pressure
of the machining fluid).

A downward wire tension of the wire electrode 12 and an
upward machining reaction force (a machining fluid pres-
sure) of the machining fluid 13 are applied to the upper wire
guide 8a. FIG. 4 depicts the upper wire guide 8« in a case
where the influence of the wire tension is larger than that of
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the machining-fluid reaction force and the upper wire guide
8a is elastically deformed downward.

Similarly, an upward wire tension of the wire electrode 12
and a downward machining-fluid reaction force of the
machining fluid 13 are applied to the lower wire guide 85.
FIG. 4 depicts the lower wire guide 86 in a case where the
influence of the machining-fluid reaction force is larger than
that of the wire tension and the lower wire guide 85 is
elastically deformed downward.

The amount of elastic deformation toward the workpiece
14 is larger when the wire tension is larger, and the amount
of elastic deformation away from the workpiece 14 is larger
when the machining-fluid reaction force is larger. In FIG. 4,
the upper wire guide 8¢ and the lower wire guide 8b
elastically deformed are shown by solid lines.

The upper wire guide 8a and the lower wire guide 85
without elastic deformation are shown by broken lines. The
wire electrode 12 in the case where the wire guides 8 are
elastically deformed is shown by a solid line and the wire
electrode 12 in the case where the wire guides 8 are not
elastically deformed is shown by a broken line.

The machining-condition setting unit 2, the correction-
amount storage unit 3, and the correction-amount reading
unit 4 according to the present embodiment are explained
here. Wire-position correction amounts set for each of
combinations of the wire tension and the machining-fluid
pressure (a correspondence relation of the machining con-
ditions and the wire-position correction amounts) are pre-
viously stored in the correction-amount storage unit 3
according to the present embodiment. At that time, the
correction-amount storage unit 3 stores therein a wire-
position correction amount for correcting a relative position
between the upper wire guide 8a and the workpiece 14 and
a wire-position correction amount for correcting a relative
position between the lower wire guide 86 and the workpiece
14, with respect to each machining condition. The wire-
position correction amount for the upper wire guide 8a and
the wire-position correction amount for the lower wire guide
8b can be set to the same value.

The machining-condition setting unit 2 according to the
present embodiment sets the wire tension and the machining
fluid pressure in the control device 10 as the machining
condition externally input. When machining of the work-
piece 14 is performed, the correction-amount reading unit 4
according to the present embodiment reads the machining
condition (the wire tension and the machining fluid pressure)
from the machining-condition setting unit 2 and reads one of
the wire-position correction amounts corresponding to the
machining condition from the correction-amount storage
unit 3.

A position correction process procedure for the wire
electrode 12 according to the second embodiment is
explained next. Explanations of processes identical to those
explained in the first embodiment will be omitted. The
wire-position correction amounts associated with the
machining conditions (sets of the wire tension and the
machining fluid pressure) are stored in the correction-
amount storage unit 3. Because the machining fluid pres-
sures on the side of the upper wire guide 84 and on the side
of the lower wire guide 86 may be different, the machining
conditions for the upper wire guide 8a and the machining
conditions for the lower wire guide 8b are stored as the
machining conditions in the correction-amount storage unit
3.

The machining-condition setting unit 2 sets the wire
tension and the machining fluid pressure as the machining
condition in the control device 10. A machining shape is
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input to the command generation unit 9. The command
generation unit 9 generates commands for the drive control
units 6a and 65 and the power-supply control unit 15 based
on the input machining shape.

The power-supply control unit 15 controls the power
supply 11 based on a power supply command. The drive
control unit 6a controls the drive unit 7a based on an
upper-portion drive command, and the drive control unit 65
controls the drive unit 75 based on a lower-portion drive
command. At that time, the correction-amount reading unit
4 reads the machining condition from the machining-con-
dition setting unit 2 and reads the wire-position correction
amounts corresponding to the machining condition from the
correction-amount storage unit 3. Specifically, the correc-
tion-amount reading unit 4 reads, from the correction-
amount storage unit 3, a wire-position correction amount (a
wire-position correction amount AX1, AY1, for example) for
correcting the relative position between the upper wire guide
8a and the workpiece 14 corresponding to the machining
condition (a combination of the wire tension and the
machining fluid pressure).

Similarly, the correction-amount reading unit 4 reads,
from the correction-amount storage unit 3, a wire-position
correction amount (a wire-position correction amount AX2,
AY2, for example) for correcting the relative position
between the lower wire guide 86 and the workpiece 14
corresponding to the machining condition.

The correction-amount reading unit 4 transmits the read
wire-position correction amounts to the wire-position cor-
rection unit 5. The wire-position correction unit 5 corrects
the control amount of the drive control unit 6a according to
the wire-position correction amount AX1, AY1. This causes
the drive unit 7a to correct the relative position between the
upper wire guide 8a and the workpiece 14.

Similarly, the wire-position correction unit 5 corrects the
control amount of the drive control unit 65 according to the
wire-position correction amount AX2, AY2. Accordingly,
the relative position between the lower wire guide 85 and the
workpiece 14 is corrected via the drive unit 7b.

In this way, the wire electric discharge machining appa-
ratus la corrects the relative position between the upper wire
guide 8a and the workpiece 14, by using the machining
condition for the upper wire guide 8a. The wire electric
discharge machining apparatus 1a also corrects the relative
position between the lower wire guide 86 and the workpiece
14, by using the machining condition for the lower wire
guide 85.

As described above, according to the second embodiment,
since the machining condition includes the wire tension and
the machining fluid pressure, the relative position between
the wire electrode 12 and the workpiece 14 that changes
depending on both of the wire tension and the machining
fluid pressure can be corrected. Therefore, a highly accurate
contour machining shape that is not influenced by the
machining condition can be obtained.

Third Embodiment

A third embodiment of the present invention is explained
next with reference to FIG. 5. While the wire tension and the
machining fluid pressure are considered as the machining
condition in the second embodiment, the position correction
of the wire electrode 12 is performed considering also
distances between nozzles (machining fluid nozzles) of the
wire guides 8 and the workpiece 14 in the third embodiment.

FIG. 5 is an explanatory diagram of an influence of a
machining-fluid reaction force in a case where distances
between nozzles of wire guides and a workpiece are larger
than a predetermined value. The nozzle (first nozzle) 30a for
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delivering the machining fluid 13 is located on an end (on
the side of the workpiece 14) of the upper wire guide 8a. The
nozzle (second nozzle) 305 for delivering the machining
fluid 13 is located on an end (on the side of the workpiece
14) of the lower wire guide 84.

A case where a distance (hereinafter, “lower side distance
Db”) between the nozzle 305 and the workpiece 14 in FIG.
5 is longer than that in FIG. 4 is explained below. In this
case, the lower wire guide 86 in FIG. 5 is subject to a smaller
influence of the machining-fluid reaction force than the
lower wire guide 86 in FIG. 4.

Therefore, even when the same wire tension and the same
machining fluid pressure are applied, the elastic deformation
amount of the lower wire guide 85 differs according to the
lower side distance Db. Similarly, even when the same wire
tension and the same machining fluid pressure are applied,
the elastic deformation amount of the upper wire guide 8a
differs according to a distance (hereinafter, “upper side
distance Da”) between the nozzle 30a of the upper wire
guide 8a and the workpiece 14. In the present embodiment,
the position correction of the wire electrode 12 is performed
by adding the lower side distance Db and the upper side
distance Da to the machining condition.

The machining-condition setting unit 2, the correction-
amount storage unit 3, and the correction-amount reading
unit 4 according to the present embodiment are explained
here. The correction-amount storage unit 3 stores, with
respect to respective machining conditions, wire-position
correction amounts for correcting the relative position
between the upper wire guide 8a and the workpiece 14 and
wire-position correction amounts for correcting the relative
position between the lower wire guide 86 and the workpiece
14. Specifically, the correction-amount storage unit 3 pre-
viously stores wire-position correction amounts (a corre-
spondence relation between the machining conditions and
the wire-position correction amounts) set for each combi-
nation of the wire tension, the machining fluid pressure, and
the lower side distance Db. The correction-amount storage
unit 3 previously stores wire-position correction amounts (a
correspondence relation between the machining conditions
and the wire-position correction amounts) set for each
combination of the wire tension, the machining fluid pres-
sure, and the upper side distance Da.

The machining-condition setting unit 2 according to the
present embodiment sets the wire tension, the machining
fluid pressure, the upper side distance Da, and the lower side
distance Db in the control device 10 as the externally-input
machining condition. The correction-amount reading unit 4
reads the machining condition from the machining-condi-
tion setting unit 2 and reads one of the wire-position
correction amounts corresponding to the machining condi-
tion from the correction-amount storage unit 3 when
machining of the workpiece 14 is performed.

A position correction process procedure for the wire
electrode 12 according to the third embodiment is explained
next. In the present embodiment, explanations of processes
identical to those explained in the first and second embodi-
ments will be omitted. The wire-position correction amounts
associated with the machining conditions are stored in the
correction-amount storage unit 3. The wire-position correc-
tion amounts stored in the correction-amount storage unit 3
are wire-position correction amounts for the nozzle 30a and
wire-position correction amounts for the nozzle 305. Each of
the wire-position correction amounts for the nozzle 30a is
associated with a set of the wire tension, the machining fluid
pressure, and the upper side distance Da. Each of the
wire-position correction amounts for the nozzle 305 is
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associated with a set of the wire tension, the machining fluid
pressure, and the lower side distance Db.

The machining-condition setting unit 2 sets the wire
tension, the machining fluid pressure, the upper side distance
Da, and the lower side distance Db as the machining
condition in the control device 10. A machining shape is
input to the command generation unit 9. The command
generation unit 9 generates commands for the drive control
units 6a and 65 and the power-supply control unit 15 based
on the input machining shape.

The power-supply control unit 15 controls the power
supply 11 based on a power supply command. The drive
control unit 6a controls the drive unit 7a based on an
upper-portion drive command and the drive control unit 65
controls the drive unit 75 based on a lower-portion drive
command. At that time, the correction-amount reading unit
4 reads the machining condition from the machining-con-
dition setting unit 2 and reads ones of the wire-position
correction amounts corresponding to the machining condi-
tion from the correction-amount storage unit 3. Specifically,
the correction-amount reading unit 4 reads a wire-position
correction amount for correcting the relative position
between the lower wire guide 86 and the workpiece 14
corresponding to the machining condition (a combination of
the wire tension, the machining fluid pressure, and the lower
side distance Db) from the correction-amount storage unit 3.

Similarly, the correction-amount reading unit 4 reads a
wire-position correction amount for correcting the relative
position between the upper wire guide 8a and the workpiece
14 corresponding to the machining condition (a combination
of the wire tension, the machining fluid pressure, and the
upper side distance Da) from the correction-amount storage
unit 3.

The correction-amount reading unit 4 transmits the read
wire-position correction amounts to the wire-position cor-
rection unit 5. The wire-position correction unit 5 corrects
the control amount of the drive control unit 65 according to
the wire-position correction amount. In this way, the drive
unit 75 corrects the relative position between the lower wire
guide 85 and the workpiece 14.

Similarly, the wire-position correction unit 5 corrects the
control amount of the drive control unit 6a according to the
wire-position correction amount. Accordingly, the relative
position between the upper wire guide 8a and the workpiece
14 is corrected via the drive unit 7a.

As described above, according to the third embodiment,
the machining condition includes the wire tension, the
machining fluid pressure, the upper side distance Da, and the
lower side distance Db and therefore the relative position
between the wire electrode 12 and the workpiece 14 chang-
ing depending on the wire tension, the machining fluid
pressure, the upper side distance Da, and the lower side
distance Db can be corrected. Therefore, a highly accurate
contour machining shape that is not influenced by the
machining condition can be obtained.

Fourth Embodiment

A fourth embodiment of the present invention is explained
with reference to FIG. 6. While the wire tension, the
machining fluid pressure, the upper side distance Da, and the
lower side distance Db are considered as the machining
condition in the third embodiment, the position correction of
the wire electrode 12 is performed considering also defor-
mation of the wire electrode 12 itself in the fourth embodi-
ment.

FIG. 6 is an explanatory diagram of a machining error
caused by deformation of a wire electrode. In addition to
elastic deformation of the wire guides 8 due to the wire
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tension and the machining-fluid reaction force, the wire
electrode 12 deforms depending on the machining condition.
This changes the relative position between the wire elec-
trode 12 and the workpiece 14.

The wire electrode 12 deforms more easily when the
stiffness thereof changing depending on wire materials is
lower. The wire electrode 12 deforms more easily when the
diameter of the wire electrode 12 is smaller. Furthermore,
the wire electrode 12 deforms more easily when the distance
between the wire guide 8a and the wire guide 85 is longer.

In the present embodiment, the stifftness and the diameter
of the wire electrode 12 and the distance (hereinafter,
“inter-guide distance Dc”) between the pair of the wire
guides 8a and 85 are included in the machining condition in
addition to the wire tension, the machining fluid pressure,
the upper side distance Da, and the lower side distance Db.
The wire electric discharge machining apparatus 1la then
performs the position correction of the wire electrode 12
considering deformation of the wire electrode 12.

The machining-condition setting unit 2, the correction-
amount storage unit 3, and the correction-amount reading
unit 4 according to the present embodiment are explained
here. Wire-position correction amounts each being set for
each combination of the wire tension, the machining fluid
pressure, the upper wire guide 8a or the lower side distance
Db, the stiffness (a wire stiffness) of the wire electrode 12,
the diameter (a wire diameter) of the wire electrode 12, and
the inter-guide distance Dc are previously stored in the
correction-amount storage unit 3 according to the present
embodiment.

The machining-condition setting unit 2 according to the
present embodiment sets the wire tension, the machining
fluid pressure, the upper side distance Da, the lower side
distance Db, the stiffness of the wire electrode 12, the
diameter of the wire electrode 12, and the inter-guide
distance Dc in the control device 10 as the machining
condition externally input. The correction-amount reading
unit 4 reads the machining condition from the machining-
condition setting unit 2 and reads one of the wire-position
correction amounts corresponding to the machining condi-
tion from the correction-amount storage unit 3 when
machining of the workpiece 14 is performed.

A position correction process procedure for the wire
electrode 12 according to the fourth embodiment is
explained next. Because a position correction process using
the upper wire guide 8a and a position correction process
using the lower wire guide 8b are the same, the position
correction process using the upper wire guide 8a is
explained below. Explanations of processes identical to
those explained in the first to third embodiments will be
omitted.

The wire-position correction amounts associated with the
machining conditions are stored in the correction-amount
storage unit 3. Wire-position correction amounts for the
nozzle 30a are associated with sets of the wire tension, the
machining fluid pressure, the upper side distance Da, the
stiffness of the wire electrode 12, the diameter of the wire
electrode 12, and the inter-guide distance Dc, respectively.

The machining-condition setting unit 2 sets the wire
tension, the machining fluid pressure, the upper side distance
Da, the stiffness of the wire electrode 12, the diameter of the
wire electrode 12, and the inter-guide distance Dc in the
control device 10 as the machining condition. When the
drive control unit 65 controls the drive unit 75 based on a
lower-portion drive command, the correction-amount read-
ing unit 4 reads the machining condition from the machin-
ing-condition setting unit 2 and reads one of the wire-
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position correction amounts corresponding to the machining
condition from the correction-amount storage unit 3. Spe-
cifically, the correction-amount reading unit 4 reads a wire-
position correction amount for correcting the relative posi-
tion between the upper wire guide 8a and the workpiece 14
corresponding to the machining condition (a combination of
the wire tension, the machining fluid pressure, the upper side
distance Da, the stiffness of the wire electrode 12, the
diameter of the wire electrode 12, and the inter-guide
distance) from the correction-amount storage unit 3.

The wire-position correction unit 5 then corrects the
control amount of the drive control unit 65 according to the
wire-position correction amount. Accordingly, the relative
position between the upper wire guide 8a and the workpiece
14 is corrected via the drive unit 7a.

The machining-condition setting unit 2 can set the mate-
rial of the wire electrode 12 instead of the stiffness of the
wire electrode 12. In this case, the stiffness (such as an
elastic modulus) of the wire electrode 12 associated with the
material of the wire electrode 12 is stored in the correction-
amount storage unit 3. The correction-amount reading unit 4
extracts the stiffness of the wire electrode 12 based on the
association in the correction-amount storage unit 3. Also in
this case, an identical effect to that obtained in the case
where the stiffness of the wire electrode 12 is set in the
machining-condition setting unit 2 can be obtained.

The shape, the stiffness, and the material of the wire
guides 8, and the shape, the stiffness, and the material of the
nozzles 30a and 305 can be further added as the machining
condition. In this case, accuracy in the machining contour
can be further enhanced by performing the position correc-
tion of the wire electrode 12 considering deformation of the
wire guides 8 or deformation of the nozzle 30a or 304.

As described above, according to the fourth embodiment,
the machining condition includes the wire tension, the
machining fluid pressure, the upper side distance Da, the
lower side distance Db, the stiffness of the wire electrode 12,
the diameter of the wire electrode 12, and the inter-guide
distance Dc. Therefore, the relative position between the
wire electrode 12 and the workpiece 14, which changes
depending on the wire tension, the machining fluid pressure,
the upper side distance Da, the lower side distance Db, the
stiffness of the wire electrode 12, the diameter of the wire
electrode 12, and the inter-guide distance Dc can be cor-
rected. Therefore, a highly accurate contour machining
shape that is not influenced by the machining condition can
be obtained.

Fifth Embodiment

A fifth embodiment of the present invention is explained
next with reference to FIG. 7. While the wire tension, the
machining fluid pressure, the upper side distance Da, the
lower side distance Db, the stiffness of the wire electrode 12,
the diameter of the wire electrode 12, and the inter-guide
distance Dc are considered as the machining condition in the
fourth embodiment, the position correction of the wire
electrode 12 is performed considering also an elastic defor-
mation amount of the workpiece 14 caused by the machining
fluid pressure in the fifth embodiment.

FIG. 7 is an explanatory diagram of elastic deformation of
a workpiece caused by a machining-fluid reaction force. In
addition to elastic deformation of the wire guides 8 due to
the wire tension and the machining-fluid reaction force, the
workpiece 14 is elastically deformed by the machining-fluid
reaction force. This changes the relative position between
the wire electrode 12 and the workpiece 14.

In the present embodiment, the shape (such as a length
from a support point to a machining point and the sheet
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thickness) and the stiffness of the workpiece 14 are included
in the machining condition in addition to the wire tension,
the machining fluid pressure, the upper side distance Da, the
lower side distance Db, the stiffness of the wire electrode 12,
the diameter of the wire electrode 12, and the inter-guide
distance Dc. The wire electric discharge machining appara-
tus 1a performs the position correction of the wire electrode
12 considering the shape and stiffness of the workpiece 14.

The machining-condition setting unit 2, the correction-
amount storage unit 3, and the correction-amount reading
unit 4 according to the present embodiment are explained.
Wire-position correction amounts each being set for each
combination of the wire tension, the machining fluid pres-
sure, the upper wire guide 8a or the lower side distance Db,
the stiffness of the wire electrode 12, the diameter of the wire
electrode 12, the inter-guide distance Dec, and the shape/
stiffness information (the shape and stiffness) of the work-
piece 14 are previously stored in the correction-amount
storage unit 3 according to the present embodiment.

The machining-condition setting unit 2 according to the
present embodiment sets the wire tension, the machining
fluid pressure, the upper side distance Da, the lower side
distance Db, the stiffness of the wire electrode 12, the
diameter of the wire electrode 12, the inter-guide distance
Dc, and the shape/stiffness information in the control device
10 as the machining condition externally input. The correc-
tion-amount reading unit 4 reads the machining condition
from the machining-condition setting unit 2 and reads one of
the wire-position correction amounts corresponding to the
machining condition from the correction-amount storage
unit 3 when machining of the workpiece 14 is performed.

A position correction process procedure for the wire
electrode 12 according to the fourth embodiment is
explained next. Because a position correction process using
the upper wire guide 8a and a position correction process
using the lower wire guide 8b are the same, the position
correction process using the upper wire guide 8a is
explained below. Explanations of processes identical to
those explained in the first to third embodiments will be
omitted.

The wire-position correction amounts associated with the
machining conditions are stored in the correction-amount
storage unit 3. Each of wire-position correction amounts for
the nozzle 30a is associated with a set of the wire tension,
the machining fluid pressure, the upper side distance Da, the
stiffness of the wire electrode 12, the diameter of the wire
electrode 12, the inter-guide distance Dec, and the shape/
stiffness information.

The machining-condition setting unit 2 sets the wire
tension, the machining fluid pressure, the upper side distance
Da, the stiffness of the wire electrode 12, the diameter of the
wire electrode 12, the inter-guide distance Dc, and the
shape/stiffness information in the control device 10 as the
machining condition. When the drive control unit 65 con-
trols the drive unit 76 according to a lower-portion drive
command, the correction-amount reading unit 4 reads the
machining condition from the machining-condition setting
unit 2 and reads one of the wire-position correction amounts
corresponding to the machining condition from the correc-
tion-amount storage unit 3. Specifically, the correction-
amount reading unit 4 reads a wire-position correction
amount for correcting the relative position between the
upper wire guide 8a and the workpiece 14 corresponding to
the machining condition (a combination of the wire tension,
the machining fluid pressure, the upper side distance Da, the
stiffness of the wire electrode 12, the diameter of the wire
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electrode 12, the inter-guide distance Dec, and the shape/
stiffness information) from the correction-amount storage
unit 3.

The wire-position correction unit 5 corrects the control
amount of the drive control unit 65 according to the wire-
position correction amount. Accordingly, the relative posi-
tion between the upper wire guide 8a and the workpiece 14
is corrected via the drive unit 7a.

The machining-condition setting unit 2 can set the mate-
rial of the workpiece 14 instead of the stiffness of the
workpiece 14. In other words, the shape and material of the
workpiece 14 can be set as the shape/stiffness information.
In this case, the stiffness (such as an elastic modulus) of the
workpiece 14 associated with the material of the workpiece
14 is stored in the correction-amount storage unit 3. The
correction-amount reading unit 4 reads the stiffness of the
workpiece 14 based on the association in the correction-
amount storage unit 3 and the material in the shape/stiffness
information. Also in this case, an identical effect to that in
the case where the shape and stiffness of the workpiece 14
are set as the shape/stiffness information can be obtained.

Because the shape of the workpiece 14 changes with
progression of machining, the wire electric discharge
machining apparatus la can use plural kinds of shape/
stiffness information according to progression of the
machining. The size or weight of the workpiece 14 can be
added to the shape/stiffness information.

As described above, according to the fifth embodiment,
because the machining condition includes the wire tension,
the machining fluid pressure, the upper side distance Da, the
lower side distance Db, the stiffness of the wire electrode 12,
the diameter of the wire electrode 12, the inter-guide dis-
tance Dc, and the shape/stiffness information, the relative
position between the wire electrode 12 and the workpiece 14
changing depending on the wire tension, the machining fluid
pressure, the upper side distance Da, the lower side distance
Db, the stiffness of the wire electrode 12, the diameter of the
wire electrode 12, and the shape/stiffness information can be
corrected. Therefore, a highly accurate contour machining
shape that is not influenced by the machining condition can
be obtained.

Sixth Embodiment

A sixth embodiment of the present invention is explained
next with reference to FIGS. 8-1 to 10. In the sixth embodi-
ment, the wire-position correction amounts to be stored in
the correction-amount storage unit 3 are determined based
on machining-shape measurement results (shapes after
machining) of the workpiece 14 that is machined on various
machining conditions.

A method of setting a wire-position correction amount
based on machining shape measurement of the workpiece 14
is explained first. FIG. 8-1 is an example of results of
machining shape measurement of a workpiece. FIG. 8-1 is
a top view of the workpiece 14 after machining. In FIG. 8-1,
the X-axis direction is the same direction as a reference
surface 50 and the Y-axis direction is a direction perpen-
dicular to the reference surface 50. FIG. 8-2 is an example
of wire-position correction amounts for respective machin-
ing conditions.

The wire electric discharge machining apparatus la
machines the workpiece 14 on various machining condi-
tions. At that time, the reference surface 50 is machined on
a machining condition that achieves most accurate machin-
ing to obtain a comparison target reference to other machin-
ing conditions. By sequentially performing machining on
plural machining conditions, an influence of a machining
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shape error due to other factors, such as an installation error
in the workpiece 14, can be prevented.

After completion of the machining, the shape of the
workpiece 14 is measured to know a machining contour
error depending on the machining condition. In the example
shown in FIG. 8-1, shapes of the workpiece 14 obtained
when machining using the reference surface 50 and machin-
ing conditions (1) to (4) is performed are shown. Measure-
ment results of the machining shape of the workpiece 14 are
stored in the correction-amount storage unit 3.

For example, when a machining surface (a surface after
completion of the machining) on the machining condition
(1) is =2 micrometers with respect to the reference surface
50, a wire-position correction amount 51 in the Y-axis
direction on the machining condition (1) is +2 micrometers.
In this case, +2 micrometers is stored in the correction-
amount storage unit 3 as the wire-position correction amount
51 in the Y-axis direction. In this way, during machining
after the correction, machining is performed with correction
of the wire position by +2 micrometers in the Y-axis
direction. As a result, the machining surface on the machin-
ing condition (1) can be aligned with the reference surface
50.

In the correction-amount storage unit 3, the wire-position
correction amounts on the machining conditions actually
used are exhaustively stored, for example. When there are
too many combinations of machining conditions, the wire-
position correction amounts can be derived by interpolation
of machining conditions. In this way, appropriate wire
position correction can be realized with fewer measurement
points and fewer machining-condition setting points.

For example, when the wire-position correction amounts
shown in FIG. 8-2 are stored in the correction-amount
storage unit 3 and when the wire tension=10 and the
machining fluid pressure=3, the wire-position correction
amount can be set at (2+0)/2=1 by interpolation between the
machining conditions (1) and (2).

Similarly, when the wire tension=9 and the machining
fluid pressure=2, the wire-position correction amount can be
set at (0+1.5)/2=0.75 by interpolation between the machin-
ing conditions (2) and (4). Furthermore, when the wire
tension=9 and the machining fluid pressure=3, the wire-
position correction amount is set at (2+0-3+1.5)/4=0.125 by
interpolation of the machining conditions (1), (2), (3), and
4.

Additional interpolation between machining conditions
can be performed using the wire-position correction
amounts derived by interpolation. For example, when the
wire tension=10 and the machining fluid pressure=3.5, the
wire-position correction amount is derived using the wire-
position correction amount obtained by interpolation
between the machining conditions (1) and (2) and the
wire-position correction amount of the machining condition
(1). In this case, the wire-position correction amount can be
set at (1+2)/2=1.5.

FIGS. 9 and 10 are explanatory diagrams of actual mea-
surement points and interpolation points of the wire-position
correction amount (a machining condition). The actual mea-
surement points are points (machining conditions) at which
the wire-position correction amounts are set by actually
machining the workpiece 14 using machining conditions
and measuring the machining shape. The interpolation
points are points (machining conditions) at which the wire-
position correction amounts are set by the interpolation
process using the wire-position correction amounts obtained
at the actual measurement points.
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FIG. 9 is an explanatory diagram of interpolation points
of machining conditions in a case where a wire-position
correction amount is actually measured at points with prac-
tical maximum and minimum values of the machining
conditions. In FIG. 9, the machining condition is a combi-
nation of the wire tension and the machining fluid pressure,
in which the wire tension is shown on the X-axis and the
machining fluid pressure is shown on the Y-axis.

In FIG. 9, actual measurement points 61 (black dots) and
interpolation points 62 (white dots) in a case where the
workpiece 14 is machined on the machining conditions
principally including practical maximum and minimum val-
ues of the wire tension and practical maximum and mini-
mum values of the machining fluid pressure are shown.

As described above, in the present embodiment, machin-
ing results are measured on the machining conditions at the
actual measurement points 61 and the machining conditions
at the interpolation points 62 are interpolated by linear
interpolation or the like. Because a factor of the position
displacement of the wire electrode 12 is elastic deformation
of the wire guides 8 due to at least one of the wire tension
and the machining-fluid reaction force, it is considered that
the position displacement amount of the wire electrode 12
has linearity.

As for the machining fluid pressure, adjustment on the
setting value of the machining fluid pressure is performed
considering the distances (the upper side distance Da and the
lower side distance Db) between the nozzles 30a and 305
and the workpiece 14. For example, the setting value of the
machining fluid pressure is adjusted by creating a reference
table or an approximate expression based on the actual
measurement results of the machining fluid pressure. This
enables derivation of the wire-position correction amounts
corresponding to the actually-used machining conditions
with fewer measurement points (the actual measurement
points 61). Therefore, it is possible to reduce the number of
times of actual machining of the workpiece 14 during
derivation of the wire-position correction amounts.

FIG. 10 is an explanatory diagram of interpolation points
of a machining condition in a case where a wire-position
correction amount is actually measured at practical center
values of the machining condition. In FIG. 10, the machin-
ing condition is a combination of the wire tension and the
machining fluid pressure as in FIG. 9, in which the wire
tension is shown on the X-axis and the machining fluid
pressure is shown on the Y-axis. In FIG. 10, the actual
measurement points 61 (black dots) and the interpolation
points 62 (white dots) in a case where the workpiece 14 is
machined on the machining conditions principally including
a practical center value of the wire tension and a practical
center of the machining fluid pressure are shown.

Also in this case, the wire-position correction amounts
corresponding to the actually-used machining conditions
can be derived with fewer measurement points (the actual
measurement points 61) as in the case shown in FIG. 9.
Therefore, the number of times of actual machining of the
workpiece 14 can be reduced.

As described above, according to the sixth embodiment,
the wire-position correction amounts to be stored in the
correction-amount storage unit 3 are determined based on
the machining-shape measurement results of the workpiece
14 that are machined on various machining conditions.
Therefore, highly accurate wire position correction can be
easily realized.

Furthermore, because the wire-position correction
amounts on the machining conditions that are not measured
are estimated from the wire-position correction amounts on
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the measured machining conditions by linear interpolation,
desired wire-position correction amounts can be easily
derived with fewer times of measurement.

Seventh Embodiment

A seventh embodiment of the present invention is
explained next with reference to FIG. 11. In the seventh
embodiment, positions of the wire guides 8 during machin-
ing are measured while the wire-position correction amounts
are derived by the method as explained in the sixth embodi-
ment. The wire-position correction amounts to be stored in
the correction-amount storage unit 3 are set based on the
measurement results.

FIG. 11 is an explanatory diagram of a method of mea-
suring displacement amounts of wire guides. In the present
embodiment, position meters 16a and 165 that measure the
positions (displacement amounts) of the wire guides 8 are
installed in the wire electric discharge machining apparatus
1a. While the wire-position correction amounts are derived
using various machining conditions, the position meters 16a
and 165 measure the positions of the wire guides 8 during
machining. Specifically, the position meter 16a measures the
position of the upper wire guide 8a during machining and
the position meter 165 measures the position of the lower
wire guide 856 during machining.

The position meters 16a and 165 measure, for example,
relative distances between the workpiece 14 and the wire
guides 8. Therefore, the position meters 16a and 165 are
placed, for example, at positions where the relative distances
between the workpiece 14 and the wire guides 8 can be
measured. When this placement is difficult, the position
meters 16a and 165 can be fixed to a mount (not shown) of
the wire electric discharge machining apparatus 1a. In this
case, the position meters 16a and 165 measure distances
between the wire guides 8 and the mount of the wire electric
discharge machining apparatus 1a. When the positions of the
wire guides 8 are measured by the position meters 16a and
165, the wire-position correction amount is set based on the
measured positions.

As described above, according to the seventh embodi-
ment, the displacement amounts of the wire guides 8 during
machining are measured on various machining conditions
and the wire-position correction amounts to be stored in the
correction-amount storage unit 3 are determined based on
the measurement results of the displacement amounts.
Therefore, highly accurate wire position correction can be
realized.

Eighth Embodiment

An eighth embodiment of the present invention is
explained next with reference to FIG. 12. In the eighth
embodiment, while the wire-position correction amounts are
derived by the method explained in the sixth embodiment,
positions of the wire guides 8 and a displacement amount of
the workpiece 14 during machining are measured. The
wire-position correction amounts to be stored in the correc-
tion-amount storage unit 3 are set based on the measurement
results.

FIG. 12 is an explanatory diagram of a method of mea-
suring displacement amounts of wire guides and a displace-
ment amount of a workpiece. A position meter 16¢ is a
device that measures the position (the displacement amount)
of the workpiece 14 with respect to the mount of the wire
electric discharge machining apparatus 1a.

When the position of the workpiece 14 is measured by the
position meter 16¢, the wire-position correction amount is
set based on the measured displacement amount of the
workpiece 14. Accordingly, the relative position between the
wire electrode 12 and the workpiece 14 can be corrected
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with high accuracy. A procedure of creating the wire-
position correction amounts to be stored in the correction-
amount storage unit 3 based on the measurement results of
the machining shape of the workpiece 14 is identical to that
of the sixth embodiment, and thus explanations thereof will
be omitted.

As described above, according to the eighth embodiment,
the displacement amount of the workpiece 14 during
machining on various machining conditions is measured and
the wire-position correction amounts to be stored in the
correction-amount storage unit 3 are determined based on
measurement results of the displacement amount. Therefore,
highly accurate wire position correction can be realized.

Ninth Embodiment

A ninth embodiment of the present invention is explained
next with reference to FIG. 13. While the case where the
wire-position correction amounts are stored using a numeri-
cal table (a tabular form) as shown in FIG. 8-2 is explained
in the fifth embodiment, the wire-position correction
amounts are generated by a correction-amount determina-
tion unit 17 using a function represented by the following
expression (1), instead of the correction-amount storage unit
3, in the present embodiment. A wire electric discharge
machining apparatus 15 shown in FIG. 13 has the same
configuration as that according to the first embodiment
shown in FIG. 1 except that the correction-amount storage
unit 3 is replaced by the correction-amount determination
unit 17, and thus explanations of other components will be
omitted. Coefficients are input to the correction-amount
determination unit 17.

AY=ATP) (6]

In this expression, AY denotes the wire-position correc-
tion amount, f{ ) denotes a function, T denotes the wire
tension, and P denotes the machining fluid pressure. While
only a correction value in the Y-axis direction is shown in the
expression (1), the same holds true for the X-axis direction.
Specifically, the expression (1) is represented by the follow-
ing expression (2).

AY=(axD)+(bxP)+c ()]

In this expression, a, b, and ¢ are coefficients and are
identified from measurement results of the machining shape.
When the upper side distanced Da or the lower side distance
Db as the distance between the nozzle 30a or 305 and the
workpiece 14 is considered, the expression (1) becomes the
following expression (3). In the expression (3), the upper
side distance Da and the lower side distance Db are denoted
by L.

AY=¢(LRL) 3

Specifically, the expression (3) can be approximated by
the following expression (4).

AY=(axT)+(dxP/L)+e @

In the expression (4), d and e are coefficients and are
identified from measurement results of the machining shape.

As described above, according to the ninth embodiment,
the wire-position correction amounts are determined by the
correction-amount determination unit 17 based on the mea-
surement results of the machining shape of the workpiece 14
machined on various machining conditions or the position of
the wire electrode 13 during machining. Therefore, the
wire-position correction amounts on machining conditions
that are not measured can be easily and accurately deter-
mined from the wire-position correction amounts on mea-
sured machining conditions. Accordingly, the wire-position
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correction amounts with necessary accuracy can be deter-
mined with fewer measurement times. Furthermore, a
memory amount required for the control device of the
electric discharge machining apparatus can be reduced.

INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY

As described above, the wire electric discharge machining
apparatus and the control device according to the present
invention are suitable for wire electric discharge machining
while correcting displacement in the position of a wire
electrode.

REFERENCE SIGNS LIST

la, 15 wire electric discharge machining apparatus, 2
machining-condition setting unit, 3 correction-amount stor-
age unit, 4 correction-amount reading unit, 5 wire-position
correction unit, 6a, 6b drive control unit, 7a, 7b drive unit,
8a upper wire guide, 86 lower wire guide, 9 command
generation unit, 10 control device, 11 power supply, 12 wire
electrode, 13 machining fluid, 14 workpiece, 15 power-
supply control unit, 164 to 16¢ position meter, 17 correction-
amount determination unit, 20 machining unit, 30a, 305
nozzle, actual measurement point, 62 interpolation point.

The invention claimed is:

1. A wire electric discharge machining apparatus com-

prising:

a first wire guide that supports a wire electrode at a first
position and delivers the wire electrode to a side of a
workpiece;

a second wire guide that supports the wire electrode at a
second position opposing the first position and rewinds
the wire electrode delivered from the side of the
workpiece;

a first drive unit that changes a relative position between
the wire electrode and the workpiece by moving a
position of the first wire guide;

a second drive unit that changes a relative position
between the wire electrode and the workpiece by
moving a position of the second wire guide;

a first drive control unit that controls the first drive unit
based on a machining shape of a portion of the work-
piece to be machined;

a second drive control unit that controls the second drive
unit based on the machining shape;

a machining-condition setting unit that sets a machining
condition including a tension of the wire electrode
extended between the first wire guide and the second
wire guide;

a correction-amount storage unit that previously stores
therein a position correction amount for the wire elec-
trode corresponding to the machining condition;

a correction-amount reading unit that reads the position
correction amount for the wire electrode corresponding
to the machining condition from the correction-amount
storage unit; and

a wire-position correction unit that causes the first and
second drive control units to correct a relative distance
between the wire electrode and the workpiece based on
the position correction amount.

2. The wire electric discharge machining apparatus

according to claim 1, wherein:

the fir wire guide includes a first nozzle that supplies a
machining fluid to the workpiece;

the second wire guide includes a second nozzle that
supplies a machining fluid to the workpiece; and
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the machining condition further includes a pressure of the
machining fluid supplied from the first nozzle and a
pressure of the machining fluid supplied from the
second nozzle.

3. The wire electric discharge machining apparatus
according to claim 2, wherein the machining condition
further includes a distance between the workpiece and the
first nozzle and a distance between the workpiece and the
second nozzle.

4. The wire electric discharge machining apparatus
according to claim 2, wherein the machining condition
further includes a stiffness of the wire electrode, a diameter
of the wire electrode, and a distance between the first wire
guide and the second wire guide.

5. The wire electric discharge machining apparatus
according to claim 2, wherein the machining condition
further includes a stiffness of the workpiece and a shape of
the workpiece.

6. The wire electric discharge machining apparatus
according to claim 1, wherein the position correction
amount is determined by measuring a post-machining shape
of the workpiece machined based on plural kinds of machin-
ing conditions.

7. The wire electric discharge machining apparatus
according to claim 1, wherein the position correction
amount is determined based on displacement amounts of the
first and second wire guides measured during machining
based on plural kinds of machining conditions.

8. The wire electric discharge machining apparatus
according to claim 5, wherein the position correction
amount is determined using a displacement amount of the
workpiece measured during machining based on plural kinds
of machining conditions.
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9. A control device comprising:
a first drive control unit that controls a first drive unit

based on a machining shape of a portion of a workpiece
to be machined, the first drive unit changing a relative
position between a wire electrode and the workpiece by
moving a position of a first wire guide that supports the
wire electrode at a first position and delivers the wire
electrode on a side of the workpiece;

second drive control unit that controls a second drive
unit based on the machining shape, the second drive
unit changing a relative position between the wire
electrode and the workpiece by moving a position of a
second wire guide that supports the wire electrode at a
second position opposing the first position and rewinds
the wire electrode delivered from the side of the
workpiece;

a machining-condition setting unit that sets a machining

condition including a tension of the wire electrode
extended between the first wire guide and the second
wire guide;

correction-amount storage unit that previously stores
therein a position correction amount for the wire elec-
trode corresponding to the machining condition;
correction-amount reading unit that reads the position
correction amount for the wire electrode corresponding
to the machining condition from the correction-amount
storage unit; and

wire-position correction unit that causes the first and
second drive control units to correct a relative distance
between the wire electrode and the workpiece based on
the position correction amount.

#* #* #* #* #*



